June 13, 2015 at 9:00am.
Sauer’s Residence
5021 Airport Rd. Bartonville
Speaker will be Larry Zehr
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Directions from East Peoria:
Take I-74 West to I-474 South towards the Airport. Get off at
the Airport Rd. exit and continue south, past Alpha Park library
(Garfield Rd.), past Limestone High school (Pfieffer Rd.) for
about 1/2 mile to their home on the right. Please park on the
grass in the front yard as there is no place to park on Airport Rd.
The Sauer’s pond is 13 years old and contains approx. 9,000
gallons of water. It is 3’ deep and about 32’ x 24’ in size. Two
5,000 GPH pumps move water into two Aquascape biofalls,
which empty into an 8’ x 14’ collection pool and from there the
water travels down a 12’ streambed over two water falls into the
pond.
Come on, nobody wants to bug you about past-due dues
Club Dues Are Still Only $20.00
Please give cash/check to our treasurer:
Or Send To:
Karen Hofstetter
22223 Grosenbach Rd.
Washington, IL. 61571

Happy
Father’s
Day

Hey, did we have a great meeting at the Maltas? A very big thank you to Carol
and Terry. Their pond and back yard were wonderful. The great thing is that we
had 36 members who made it to the meeting, even with the drive. And the food
they provided was really great. But I want to know whose idea it was to go to
Hornbakers? Lori, Brenda, Letriana?
I still don’t have all the new flowers and hostas that Brenda bought in the ground.
But the deal is she buys them and I said I’d plant them. Boy it’s a good thing
someone is retired and doesn’t have anything else to do during the day. All kidding
aside, the flowers are something we both enjoy and it was for Mother’s Day.
Mike White gave another interesting presentation. I think we should record him
because he provides more information than this old mind can remember. His discussion on algae hopefully helped a lot of members. His information on finding a
pond leak will hopefully be something no one else has to worry about this year.
The information on bacteria was also helpful. I heard several people saying they
were all ready to switch to the dry bacteria. But why,? Just because of the shelf
life that Mike talked about? I use up the gallon of bacteria I buy each year. So
why worry about the shelf life when the club buys new stock every year? So don’t
fix what’s not broken. The liquid bacteria has been doing great for all of us for a
long time. I think it is also good that the club purchases two different strains of
bacteria so you can switch out every other year to get a good cross section of bacteria in your pond.
I’m interested in how everyone uses their bacteria, so please come to the next
meeting ready to discuss the way and frequency that you use bacteria.
Just remember if you have an algae bloom and the water looks like pea soup, just
like Mike White told us, be patient and it will come around. If you are not patient
you can use algae fix, but be very careful because it consumes a lot of oxygen getting rid of the algae and you don’t want to lose any fish.

Is this what Mr. Algae looks
like?.
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Happy Father’s Day
To All The Fathers In The Club
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Most Popular Father’s Day Sayings

1. By the time a man realizes that maybe his father was right, he usually has a
son who thinks he’s wrong.
2. Any man can be a father but it takes someone special to be a dad.
3. A truly rich man is one whose children run into his arms when his hands are
empty.
4. It doesn’t matter who my father was, it matters who I remember he was.
5. It is easier for a father to have children than for children to have a real father.
6. A father is a banker provided by nature.
7. You know, fathers just have a way of putting everything together.
8. The greatest gift I ever had came from God, I call him Dad.
9. A father carries pictures where his money used to be.
10. Once a father overheard his son pray: Dear God, make me the kind of man my
daddy is. Later that night, the father prayed, Dear God, Make me the kind of man
my son wants.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
For the month of June
Rick Moreland Rick Luick Carol Maltas
If I don’t have your birthday month, please get it to me.
Hey look it’s already June. Do we all have our ponds up and running ,
algae free and with no leaks? I bet not because ours is still full of
string algae, but we cleaned it out totally and completely started over
last year. It’s taken me this long to locate several leaks and they’re all
from someone building a wharf area next to the low end of his pond to
watch the fish. So if you are thinking of building a wharf area next to
your pond so you can be up close and personal with your fish, check
with me before you build.
A quick reminder that the club still has barley straw in small bags for
sale. The barley straw breaks down after a couple of weeks of being in
your pond and helps control algae growth.
How many members have the short hose connectors with the a hose
clamp on each end? If you do, please remember to check them occasionally to make sure the clamps are snug. If your connector is mounted close to your pump, and many are, the constant vibration of the
pump can loosen these clamps or even allow the connector to come
completely off and that’s really not good. I had one come off and water flooded the box where my external pump is supposed to stay dry!
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How does everyone add water to their pond? I know this is a silly
question but I read an interesting article and wanted to pass it on to everyone. I know you use a hose to add water to your ponds.
Your garden hose water has chlorine in it, and your Koi are naturally
inquisitive about waterfalls and streams of water. So if you fill your
pond by just laying the hose near the edge and letting it run, your Koi
are going to come right over to the water flow and check it out. They
start breathing in this new water that has a high concentration of chlorine in it. This may burn their gills and cause damage.
To solve this problem, set up a spray nozzle so it sprays the water out
into the pond. Not only does the spraying aerate the water to help dissipate the chlorine but it also dilutes it with the water in your pond so the
concentration of chlorine that your Koi breathe is much lower.
Something simple that you may have overlooked and now you know a
safer way to do it for you fish.
Does anyone have problems with Blue Heron? I think I heard the other
day that Tazewell County is the epic center of the state for Blue Heron.
If you are having troubles with these really big birds, remember that
they are Federally Protected so we can’t hurt them. RIGHT! Some
members have had good luck with fake Heron but you do need to move
it around the pond. But, other members have said that the decoy brings
others. I know of at least one member who placed a t-shirt out on a
clothesline as a scarecrow and that scared the Heron away. The motion
activated sprinkler head has worked for some of us. I even had a motion
activated radio built into a bird house that worked. I think one of the
best ways to keep the Heron out of your pond is to string light weight
fishing line around the edges of your pond. The light weight line is so
they can’t see it when they try to walk into your pond and it scares them
away when they walk into the fishing line. Place stakes at least a couple feet tall around the pond and string the fishing line back and forth so
the heron can’t walk into your pond and spear your fish.
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Prairieland Koi & Pond Society
May 8, 2015-Club Meeting
Time Begin: 11:00
Time End: 12:00
Members: 36
Today's club meeting was held at Terry & Carol Maltas’ home. Mike White, from
White Water Filters, was the guest speaker. He focused on what causes algae
problems and the best way to correct it. Algae is a problem nature creates and
many times it will clear up on its own. New ponds have a harder time correcting
itself than existing ponds. Algae is something that has to run its course. In our area it takes about 4 seasons for this to take place. However, there are some things
we can do to help eliminate it. For example, an ultra violet light will sterilize algae. Another product is Pond Balance which ties up the calcium in water to control string algae and stunt its growth. This product is only made in England and is
very expensive. The product the club carries is Algae Fix which will help to kill
algae.
Another topic Mike brought to everyone’s attention is whether to use liquid bacteria or the powder bacteria. Liquid bacteria has an immediate effect on the pond,
whereas powder bacteria takes longer. However, powder bacteria has a longer
shelf life.
Club Business
Next month’s club meeting will be held at Jay Sauer’s house. Just a reminder
club dues are due as soon as possible.
Respectfully Submitted,
Letriana Cantrell, Secretary

6

KOI of the Year
The contest is open to all non board members in the club
and you need to get your picture to me.
Put your name on the back of the picture and let me know if you need the picture back when the contest in finished. The picture has to be submitted no later
than the October club meeting. The winner will be announced at the banquet in
November. That’s another good reason to attend the banquet. So start feeding
those fish so you’ll have the biggest and best KOI in Prairieland Koi & Pond Society. The winner will receive a PKPS award certificate and a fabulous gift,
$100.00 cash!
Remember, it does have to be a picture of a fish currently living in your pond.
The board members will decide the winner.

Don’t forget to bring your lawn chairs.
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Board Meetings

Club Meetings

June 27th Smith Residence

June 13th Sauer Residence

July 25th Cantrell Residence

July 11th Routley Residence

August 22nd Kruger Residence

August 8th Kruger Residence

September 26th Hofstetter Residence

September 12th I.C.C. Days

(possible night tour)
October 24th Moreland Residence

October 10th Bong Residence

November 21st Clarke Residence

November 14th Banquet

TREASURER’S REPORT
Beginning Balance:
Income:
Expenses:
Ending Balance:

$2,471.56
1,277.00
1,613.14
$2,135.42
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Vincent Smith
President/Editor
924 W. Ridgemont Rd.

Peoria, IL 61614
309-682-1422
E-mail: vsmith924@comcast.net
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Brenda Smith
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309-682-1422

309-645-7161

Raffles/Door Prizes/Special
Events

Allen Kruger

Vice Pr esident

Rick Moreland Dir ector

Senior Director/Web Master

Food And Beverage

217-737-3646

309-694-5057

Letriana Cantrell Secr etar y

Todd Bong Dir ector

309-645-7163

309-256-9582

Karen Hofstetter Tr easur er

Jean Clarke Dir ector

309-699-5155

Membership
309-691-6721

